
         MINTURN CEMETERY DISTRICT 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

October 13, 2020 
 
Members Present: 
John Sheehan 
Art Chavez 
Stephen Jones 
 
Members Absent: 
n/a 
 
Staff: 
Sidney Harrington 
 
I CALL TO ORDER 

John called the regular meeting to order at 4:06 p.m. at the Riverview Cemetery 
Mausoleum, Minturn, CO.   
 

II ROLL CALL 
John, Art, Stephen and Sidney were present. Ray did not attend the meeting and 
is recovering from surgery.  

 
III  PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 n/a  
 
IV APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

John motioned to approve the meeting minutes from the September 16th, 2020 
regular meeting, Stephen seconded, and all were in favor. 

 
V DISCUSSION 
 

A. Ken Marchetti with Marchetti & Weaver, P.C. conducted the 2021 Minturn 
Cemetery District Budget hearing. The public notice for the budget hearing was 
published in the Vail Daily as required by Colorado statute. The Minturn 
Cemetery District budget is a public budget that gets filed with the State of 
Colorado. 
 
Ken said that the District has a strong balance sheet and presented the 
statement of revenue, expenditures, forecast and changes in fund balance for 
comparison of 2019, 2020 and 2021. The projected 2021 operating tax base will 
bring in approximately $608,524, an increase of about 10% over 2020. Operating 
expenditures for 2020 are estimated to be about $326,000. 
 



Board and Staff reviewed the budget by line items and discussion regarding 
District expenditure needs and general budget line item considerations were 
taken from 2020 expenses allowing for a little bit of inflation for the 2021 budget.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding the long-term plan for the District and planning for 
future expansion as it relates to serving the constituency of the District. The 
Board is still very interested in acquiring vacant land (behind the property) and 
the public works building (adjacent to the property) from the Town of Minturn; 
however, the expansion of the shed building is in our sights for 2021 and we will 
keep funds dedicated in the budget. 
 
A line item for a cemetery master plan that illustrates our expansion needs was 
added to the budget for $20,000. 
 
$90,000 was added to 2021 budget for an overlay of the cemetery roadways in 
the springtime.  
 
John motioned to approve  RESOLUTIONS 2-2020 TO ADOPT THE 2021 
BUDGET and RESOLUTION 3-2020 TO SET MILL LEVIES AT .0450 MILLS and 
RESOLUTUION 4-2020 TO APPROPRIATE SUMS OF MONEY. Art seconded 
and all were in favor. The resolutions were signed.  
 
John motioned to engage with McMahon and Associates to conduct the 2020 
audit of the Cemetery District. Art seconded the motion and all were in favor.  
 
Ken Marchetti closed the public hearing. 

 
B. Letter from the Miller Estate: A letter to the Minturn Cemetery District from the 

Ruth and Ray Miller ranch estate was discussed by the Board of Directors. The 
Miller family contacted the District to find out if there is any interest in purchasing 
the historic one-acre cemetery land that is located in Edwards, next to the Eagle 
County Charter Academy school. The parcel is currently tax-exempt land.  
 
Sidney spoke with the attorney for the Miller family and asked if there are any 
cemetery records and if anyone knows how many burials are in the cemetery. 
The attorney confirmed that the Millers know very little about the cemetery and 
know of no known records for the old cemetery. 
 
Conversation ensued regarding Minturn Cemetery District bylaws and District 
boundaries. Matt Mire was consulted and said that re-drawing the district 
boundaries appears to be a fairly easy process. John would like to know if the 
Miller family would consider giving the land to the District, after we perform a 
GPR survey on the parcel. Stephen says that the District would benefit from 
exploring further, Art agreed. John would like to continue the conversation with 
the Miller attorney and Sidney will look into a GPR survey. 

 



C. www.minturncemetery.org update: 
Sidney has been speaking with three different web developers for the website re-
design. Estimates are coming in around $2500 - $5000. An expense estimate for 
burialsearch.com was discussed ($1000/yr.) and Board and Staff agreed that we 
do not need the online search feature for our small cemetery and should rather 
consider a physical map were patrons visiting the cemetery can view on site and 
in person.  
 
Stephen said it’s important that Sidney make a web developer choice that she is 
comfortable with because the interaction will primarily be with her. All agreed that 
we do not need a lot of “bells and whistles” for the site, nor do we require the 
expense of search engine optimization because we have no competition. 

 
D. Sidney gave an update from Pedro Campos (Zehren & Associates) and reported 

that the staking for the shed building expansion has been completed. A walk-
through is scheduled with the Town of Minturn P&Z staff on Friday, Oct.16 at 
1:00. Sidney is unable to attend but John and Stephen will attend. 
 
Pedro also recommends that the District plan in the 2021 budget for a cemetery 
masterplan that illustrates expansion needs for the entire property and area. 
Additionally, a preliminary meeting with Terry, George, Michelle and Pedro is in 
the works and Sidney will attend to chime in as a stakeholder of the area. Art 
said Pedro is doing a good job of making progress with this and we are on the 
right track. 

 
VI.  BILL PAYING 
 

The following electronic funds transfers were made: 
10/13/2020 EFT Centurylink 267.41 
9/19/2020 EFT ERWSD 3,230.50 
 
The following checks were signed: 

 10/13/2020 2756 ABC Auto Parts 30.13 
10/13/2020 2757 Eagle County Histroical Society 300.00 
10/13/2020 2759 Fitz Landscaping, Inc. 5,651.33 
10/13/2020 2758 First Bank 455.52 
10/13/2020 2760 Home Depot 20.00 
10/13/2020 2761 Marchetti & Weaver 256.60 
10/13/2020 2762 Mobloggy 899.99 
10/13/2020 2763 MW window Cleaning Inc. 330.00 
10/13/2020 2764 Peggy Peters 1,802.50 
10/13/2020 2765 Rocky Mountain Custom Landscapes 1,856.56 
10/13/2020 2766 Sforzo Enterprises, Inc. 3,040.00 
10/13/2020 2767 Sidney Harrington 3,333.00 
10/13/2020 2770 Vail Valley Pest Control 400.00 
10/13/2020 2768 Vail Honeywagon 50.00 

http://www.minturncemetery.org/


10/13/2020 2769 Vail Valley Landscape Supply 480.00 
10/13/2020 2771 Xcel Energy 199.24 
10/13/2020 2772 Zehren & Associates 5,440.35 

 
VII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 shed building remodel, cemetery masterplan – TOM sub-area plan 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

At 6:16 p.m. John motioned to adjourn the regular board meeting, Art seconded 
and all were in favor. 

 
The next regular board meeting date and time is TO BE DETERMINED. 
 
        Respectfully Submitted: 

       Sidney Harrington 
        Administrator 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________ 
Stephen Jones 
Minturn Cemetery District 
Secretary/Treasurer 
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